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THE WAY IT WAS 


BY, JAMES W. THOMP{SON 


FROM HIGH IN THE ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS COMES A STORY OF THE OLD DAYS OF 
LUMBER AND COAL. THE STORY BEGINS IN THE LATTER PART OF THE LAST CENTURY, 
1870. AND CONCERNS A MAN BY THE NAME OF WILLIAM ASHBY WHO ESTABLISHED A 
SMALL SAW MILL IN AN EQUALLY SMALL TOWN IN MARYLAND NAMED CRELLIN. THE SAW 
MILL OPERATION WAS SOLD BY ASHBY TO A MAN BY THE NAME OF LURAW. WHO SOLD 
THE BUSINESS TO ALBERT DAVIS. DAVIS TURNED THE SMALL OPERATION IN THE 


PRESTON COAL AND LUMBER COMPANY. 


IN 1891, ALBERT DAVIS BEGAN CONSTRUCTION OF A STANDARD GAUGE RAILROAD . 
BEGINNING AT THE NEAR BY TOWN OF HUTTON, LOCATED NEAR THE BALTIMORE AND 
OHIO RAILROAD. AT THE SAME TIME THE NEW RAIL LINE WERE BEING CONSTRUCTED. 
MODERNIZATION OF THE EXISTING MILL SITE WAS TAKING PLACE. A LARGE Be 
CIRCULAR SAW AND A LARGE "GANG SAW WERE INSTALLED. THE COMBINATION OF 
THESE TWO NEW SAWS PRODUCED ABOUT 60.000 BOARD FEET OF LUMBER PER DAY. 
A LARGE LOG POND WAS BUILT TO CLEAN THE LUMBER AND A LARGE STORAGE AREA 


WAS ALSO ADDED TO THE FACILITY. 


DURING THE NEXT TWELVE YEARS. THE RAILROAD EXPANDED FROM MARYLAND 
AND PUSHED DEEPER INTO NEIGHBORING PRESTON COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA. ONE OF 
THE TRUNK LINES RAN ALONG LAUREL RUN TO THE FREEPORT CROSSING SHAFFER 
MOUNTAIN TO WITHIN ONE MILE OF AURORA. WEST VIRGINIA. 


IN 1893. TWO OTHER FACTORS ADDED TO THE GROWTH OF THE PRESTON COAL 
AND LUMBER COMPANY. THE FIRST WAS A DEMAND OF LARGE AMOUNTS OF HEMLOCK 
AND OAK BARK NEED IN THE TANNING PROCESS. THE ENTERPRISING TANNING 
COMPANY PROVIDED THE MARKET FOR THE LUMBER BY-PRODUCTS. COAL 
PRODUCTION IN THE AREA, AND THE USE OF THE NEW RAIL LINES WAS THE SECOND 


GROWTH FACTOR. 


TWO MAJOR COAL MINING OPERATIONS WERE PRODUCING THE MAJOR AMOUNT OF 
COAL BEING SHIPPED FROM THIS AREA. THEY WERE THE GUTHRIE MINE, OWNED AND 
OPERATED BY LEROY GUTHRIE, AND THE ARNOLD RUN # | MINE. OWNED AND 
OPERATED BY THE PRESTON LUMBER & COAL COMPANY. THE COAL WAS NEEDED TO 
OPERATE THE STEAM ENGINES HAULING THE COAL. BARK AND TIMBER. AND THE 
NATIONAL DEMAND FOR COAL WAS GROWING EACH YEAR. A LARGE SUPPLY WAS BEING 
EXPORTED OUT OF THE AREA AND SOLD ON THE GROWING COAL MARKET 


IN MARCH, 1902. THE COMPANY EXPERIENCED A MAJOR DISASTER WHEN A FIRE 
DESTROYED THE SAW MILL. HOWEVER. IN 1903. THE MILL WAS REBUILT AND 
OPERATION RESUMED. IN 1905. THE COMPANY WAS SOLD TO JACOB L.. AND SAMUEL A. 


KENDALL. THE KENDALL COAL AND LUMBER WAS BORN. 


IT 1S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE DEEP COAL MINES WERE LOCATED AT 
TURNER-DOUGLAS. PRESTON COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA. NOT AT KINGWOOD. WEST 
VIRGINIA. AS LISTED. 


THE INCREASED EXPANSION OFF THE SAW MILL. RAILROAD. AND THE TOWN OF 
CREELIN CONTINUED SOUTHWARD. NEW BRANCHES OFD THE RAILROAD WERE ADDED 
DURING THIS PERIOD. ONE PASSED THROUGH SHAFFERTOWN, THE SOUTHERN FIELD 


OFFICE AND RAILROAD ASSEMBLY POINT. AND ON PASSED SOUTHWESTERLY TOWARDS 
ST. GEORGE. 


SHAFFERTOWN WAS THE NAME MOST COMMONLY USED. BUT THE POST OFFICE 
NAME CHOSEN WAS SHAFFER. THE TRAINS COMING FROM THE OUTREACHING AREAS 
WHERE THE TIMBER WAS HARVESTED WOULD BRING THE LUMBER TO SHAFFER AND 
ASSEMBLE THEIR LOADS INTO LARGER LOADS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE CREELIN MILL. 


IN THE NEXT DECADE. THE LUMBER BUSINESS DECLINED AND COAL PRODUCTION 
GREW. THE KENDALL LUMBER COMPANY OPENED UP NEW MINES. THE MOST NOTABLE 
BEING THE BANNER MINE # |. ARNOLD RUN MINES # | & # 2 ALSO CONTINUED TO 
PRODUCE COAL FOR THE COMPANY. 


THE SADDEST DAY FOR THE LUMBER BUSINESS CAME ON NOVEMBER /3TH. 1925 
WHEN THE LAST LOG WENT THROUGH THE LARGE SAW MILL. THE KENDALL LUMBER 
COMPANY WAS CLOSED AND THE COAL OPERATIONS WERE SOLD TO THE STANLEY 
COAL COMPANY. NAMED AFTER STANLEY ASHBY. SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BANNER 
MINES. MR. KENDALL CONTINUED BE HOLD MAJOR STOCK IN THE STANLEY COAL 
COMPANY. 


IN 1937. THE STANLEY COAL COMPANY PURCHASED MINERAL RIGHTS TO 8.335 ACRES 
OF PRIME COAL LAND AND OPENED THEIR MINE # | AT HOWESVILLE. WEST VIRGINIA. 
THEY BUILT A RAILROAD FROM HOWESVILLE TO THE MINE AND CONNECTED WITH THE 
WEST VIRGINIA NORTHERN RAILROAD. 


BY THE END OF THE DECADE. BOTH THE STANLEY COAL COMPANY AND THE 
PRESTON COAL COMPANY TERMINATED OPERATIONS. IN 1960. THE STANLEY COAL 
COMPANY WAS SOLD TO THE KRAY COAL COMPANY. THIS WAS A TYPICAL “PAPER 
TRANSACTION.” 


IN 1960, THE PRESTON RAILROAD CEASED OPERATIONS. THE MARKED THE END OF 
AN ERA OF COAL, LUMBER. AND RAILROAD OPERATION SPANNING 63 YEARS. OVER [OO 
MILES OF STANDARD GAUGE TRACK HAD BEEN BUILT. 19 STEAM ENGINES HAD BEEN 
PURCHASED AND USED. AND A PHENOMENAL AMOUNT OF COAL AND TIMBER . AS WELL 
AS OTHER PRODUCTS HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED IN AND OUT OF THE AREA. 


THE MANY CHANGES IN COMPANY NAMES HAVE CAUSED MUCH CONFUSION IN THE 
SCRIP USED BY THE VARIOUS COMPANIES DURING THIS PERIOD. THE KENDALL LUMBER 
COMPANY ISSUED SCRIP AT CRELLIN, MARYLAND AND AT SHAFFER. WEST VIRGINIA. THE 
SAME COMPANY ISSUED COAL COMPANY SCRIP AT TURNER-DOUGLAS. WEST VIRGINIA. 
WHICH WAS IN PRESTON COUNTY. THE STANLEY COAL COMPANY ALSO ISSUED COAL 
COMPANY SCRIP AT THEIR OPERATION AT TURNER-DOUGLAS, IN PRESTON COUNTY. NOT 
AT KINGWOOD AS CURRENTLY LISTED. AND AS STATED EARLIER. 


THE END OF THE NEARLY 70 YEAR ERA WAS THE END OF THE WAY IT WAS WHEN 


COAL WAS DUG. TIMBER WAS CUT. AND THE RAILROAD OPERATED IN WESTERN 
MARYLAND AND SOUTHEASTERN WEST VIRGINIA. 
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COAL POSTCARDS 3 FUN CARDS 

COAL POSTCARDS 3 INSIDE MINE 

COAL POSTCARDS 3 MINE SCENES 

COAL POSTCARDS 3 MIXED 

929Al EMMETT KING FUEL UL 

929B1 ELK CREEK R3 

943Al FLATOP COAL R9 

943A25 FLATOP COAL R9 

943B100 FLATOP COAL R7 NICE 

2875Al Y&O COAL R5 

2875 Bla-b Y&O COAL NICE R5-3 

2875 FIA-B Y&O R1-4 

2875G1-H1 Y&O R4 

287511 Y&O COAL R6 NICE 

287511 Y&O COAL R6 

2875110 Y&O COAL R4 

28751100-X5 Y&O COAL R4 NICE 
2877A5-Al10 WV SOUTHERN R7 
2875A25-50 WV SOUTHERN R7 NICE 
2885A1 WOODSULLIVAN COAL R8 
2885B1-C1 MEAD SMOKLESS R5-2 
2913D100b PEARLESS R6 

2913C100 PEERLESS COAL R5 

2913E100 PEERLESS COAL R5 FIBER 
2913F1A-G1 PEERLESS COAL R2-5 
2915A1 BULCAN COLLIERY R6 BEAUTIFUL 
2915C1 BULCAN COLLIERY R4 

2917Al PAINT CREEK UL 

2939C1 WILLIAMS POCA R7 

2941A1 KELLYS CREEK 

2941Bl KELLYS CREEK R8 

2941C1 KELLYS CREEK R8 

2941D1la-b VALLEY CAMP Rl 

2941Ela-b VALLEY CAMP R1-UL 

2941 Fla-b-c VALLEY CAMP Rl 

2941 G1-11 VALLEY CAMP R3-R1 

2941 J1-K1 KELLY CREEK R4-1 

2941L1 VALLEY CAMP R7 FIBER 

2941N1 VALLEY CAMP R6 

294101 VALLEY CAMP UL FIBER 
2941P100 VALLEY CAMP UL 

2965Bl1 WALTER PATTERSON UL 

2965C1 JR. POCA R7 

2975A1 TURKEY GAP R7 

2983Al WESTCHESTER POCA R4 
2987A1 SOLVAY COLL. R9 
2987B1 KINGSTON POCA RT 
2991Al1 WEST HAMLIN MERC. 
3003A1 WHITE OAK FRUEL R7 
3003B1-D1 WHITE OAK FUEL R7-2 
3005D1 STERLING SMOKELESS R7 
3013A1 SENG CREEK R6 
3013D1-El1 SENG CREEK R6-5 
3013F1 W.V.SOUTHERN R5 


RQ9 RARE 


MB $ 40.00 
MB $ 20.00 
MB $ 20.00 
MB $ 30.00 
MB $ 15.00 
MB $ 12.00 
MB $ 12.00 
MB $ 40.00 
MB $ 25.00 
MB 4$ 15.00 
MB $ 20.00 
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209 
210 
211 


3019A1-C1 BECKLEY C&C R10-1 
3021Al1 AMERICAN COAL UL 
3027A1A RICH CREEK COAL R7 
3027A1B RICH CREEK COAL UR R7 
3035D1A-B-D MONITOR R3 UL 
3035G1 MONITOR RQ FIBER 
3035E1 MONITOR R5 

3043A1 WILLIAMSON R.G.BAILEY R8 
3043B1 WILHELMINA RQ 

3043C1 POND CREEK R7 

3043D1 WEST WILLIAMSON R8 
3043E1 FOR4DSON COAL R8 
304311 KENNER MCCOY R8 
3043K1A POND CREEK R6 
3043K1B POND CREEK R7 
3043K1C POND CREEK UL 
3047B1-A5 JOSEPH DAVIS R9-1 
3041K10 POND CREEK R8 


3061A1-E1-F1A-B WINDING GULF 4 R1-2 
3067A1 WINIFREDE R5 

3067B1 WINIFREDE R7 
3069D1MARYLAND NEW RIVER R5 
3069E1 MARYLAND NEW RIVER R7 
3069E1 MARYLAND NEW RIVER R7 
3093C1 UNITED POCA R7 

3093A1 ROANOKE C&C R6 BEAUT 
3093D5-El UNITED POCA R3-2 
3101Al1 WYCO WYOMING COAL R7 
3101C1A-B-CWYOMING COAL R2-6 

3113A1 YERBA MARINE SMOKELESS R10 
3119A1 RUM CRE43EK R6 

3123F1 CARTER COAL R9 

3123G1 HARMAN POCA R9 

31213G1 HARMAN POCA R9 

2811Al1 AMHERST FUEL R7 

2819A1-Bl N.R.&P. Rl 

2821A1 TRACE FORK R10 RARE 
2829A1 BARKERS CREEK R7 

2829B1 MARTY COAL R10 

2829C10 WYOMING STORES UL 

2829A5 BARKERS CREEK UL RARE 
2829G1A-El SEMET-SOLVAY R2-3 
2829H100 WYOMING STORES R9 
2871A100 JAKE HENRY R10 GEM 


#3 UMW JOURNAL 2-1-62 

KOEHLER MINE SAFETY LAMP #209 
JUSTRITE MINERS CARBIDE LAMP NICE 
2829 GIB TRALEE, SEMET SOLWAY UL 
2847B1 TURKEY KNOB COAL CO. R6 
2855B1 TWIN BRANCH FORDSON COAL R8 
2855Ala J.B.B. COAL R7 

2855Alb J.B.B. COAL R7 

2871Al1 UPLAND JAKE HENRY COAL 910 


MB 
MB 


MB 
MB 


MB 
MB 


MB 


MB 
MB 


MB 


MB 
MB 
MB 


MB 


MB 
MB 
MB 


MB 
MB 
MB 
MB 
MB 
MB 


MB 


MB 


$ 15.00 
$ 15.00 
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NSCA, INC. TOKEN UP DATE 


BY: W. C. STUMP 


CONFUSION. CONFUSION, AND MORE CONFUSION HAS SURROUNDED 
THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE NEW COMMOMERATIVE 
NSCA. INC. TOKENS BEING PRODUCED FOR 1995. MAYBE THIS ARTICLE 
WILL HELP TO END ALL THE CONFUSION AND MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE 
MEMBERSHIP TO ACQUIRE A SET OF THESE UNIQUE COLLECTIBLES. 


IN THE BEGINNING. THE FIRST IN THE SERIES OF NSCA. INC. TOKENS 
WAS TO HAVE BEEN A $5.00 TOKEN. LOCATING AN ORIGINAL REVERSE 
$5.00 DIE WAS NOT POSSIBLE, SO A UNIQUE COMBINATION OF A $1.00 
REVERSE AND A $5.00 OBVERSE TOKEN WAS ORDERED. WHEN THE 
ORDER ARRIVED, THE WORD SCRIP WAS SPELLED WRONG. THE 
REORDER WAS CHANGED TO A $!.00 TOKEN ONLY. WHEN THE SECOND 
ORDER ARRIVED. AND AFTER IT HAD BEEN ADVERTISED IN SCRIP TALK AS 
BEING STRICTLY A $1.00 TOKEN, IT TURNED OUT TO BE A CORRECTION OF 
THE ORIGINAL $5.00/$1.00. A THIRD CORRECTION WAS MADE. AND 
WHEN IT ARRIVED. | ADVERTISED IT IN THE AUGUST ISSUE OF SCRIP TALK. 
BUT THE CONFUSION FOLLOWED. | FAILED TO LIST THE PRICE OF $5.00. 
MANY MEMBERS HAVE ORDERED THE TOKEN AND SENT ONLY $/.00 AS 
PAYMENT FOR THE TOKEN. THIS IS WHERE THIS PROJECT STANDS AS OF 


THIS PRINTING. 


A SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE MANUFACTURER OF THE NEW 
TOKENS RESULTED IN THE NSCA, INC. PURCHASING THE $5.00/$1.00 
TOKEN ORDER AT A SPECIAL PRICE. THIS ALLOWS THE ASSOCIATION OF 
OFFER EACH MEMBER THE $5.00/$1.00 TOKEN AT NO COST. ALL YOU 
HAVE TO DO TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE NSCA. INC. $5.00 TOKEN JS TO 
SEND $1.00 TO COVER THE COST OF POSTAGE AND HANDLING AND I 
WILL SEND YOUR TOKEN BY RETURN MAIL. TO RECEIVE YOUR NEW $1.00 
TOKEN. SEND $5.00 FOR EACH TOKEN YOU WISH TO PURCHASE. 


THE NEXT THREE NSCA. INC. TOKENS TO BE PRODUCED ARE THE ONE 
CENT, FIVE CENT. AND TEN CENT TOKENS. THEY ALSO WILL BE PRICED AT 
$5.00 EACH AND WILL BE READY FOR SHIPMENT BY EARLY SEPTEMBER. 
THEY WILL BE FEATURED AT THE UPCOMING NSCA. INC. MEETING TO BE 
HELD AT BLUEFIELD. WV IN OCTOBER. THE REMAINING TWENTY FIVE 
AND FIFTY CENT TOKENS WILL PRODUCED AND READY FOR SHIPMENT BY 
EARLY DECEMBER. A SPECIAL $10.00 TOKEN JS BEING CONSIDERED AND 
THE COMPOSITION OF .999 FINE SILVER IS A POSSIBILITY. 


NSCA, INC. TOKENS 
P. O. BOX 444 
LOYALL, KY. 40854-0444 


—_ 


PLEASE SEND ME ONE FREE NSCA. INC. $5.00 TOKEN.2 | 


(1 AM ENCLOSING $1.00 TO COVER THE COST OF SHIPPING AN HANDLING.) 


PLEASE SEND ME $1.00 NSCA. INC. TOKENS PRICED AT 


ia 


$5.00 (POST PAID) EACH FOR A TOTAL OF $_* g:0C. 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY. STATE 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: 


TO RESERVE A ROOM FOR THE 
BLUEFIELD NSCA, INC. MEETING TO BE 
HELD OCTOBER 7, 1995, CALL THE 


FOLLOWING NUMBER: 304-325-5412I 


ALL BIDS FOR THE 
BLUEFIELD FLOOR 
AUCTION ARE TO BE 
SENT TO: 


JAMES W. THOMPSON 
P. O. BOX 4007 
CLARKSBURG, WV 26302-4007 


SCRIP TALK 
P.O. BOX 444 
LOYALL, KY. 40854-0444 


